
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:00, 9:25 , and 11:00 AM  in the 

sanctuary 

Awakening at 10:30 AM in the 

Soul Garage 

 March 3—Sunday, Special 
Member Business Meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall at 12:15 PM to 
discuss  budget change and   
expand seating in our sanctuary.  

 March 4—Monday Night Prayer 
at 6:30 PM at Maranatha.  

 March 9—Saturday, Garage 
Games for middle and high 
school youth, 7-10 PM. Free 
food, sports, board games and 
more! 

 March 12—Tuesday, Center Shot 
Archery begins at 6:00 in the 
Gathering Place.  Contact Pastor 
Paul to sign up.  

 March 16—Saturday, Hospitality 
Team Kitchen & Food Safe Prep 
class in the kitchen at 10:00 AM 

 March 16 & 23—Saturdays, Palm 
Sunday Choir practice in the 
Tree Room of the Ministry Center 
at 9:00 AM. 

 March 20—Wednesday, Young 
At Heart (Age 55+) Potluck in 
the Fellowship Hall followed by 
Kormann Family Gospel Singers. 
RSVP at bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall. 

 March 24—Sunday, Palm Sunday 
Breakfast Fundraiser hosted by 
Maranatha Student Ministry in 
the fellowship hall 8:15 AM-
11:30 AM.  Free will donation 
with proceeds supporting 
upcoming youth mission trips.  

 March 29—Friday, Traditional 
Good Friday Service at 6:00 PM 
in the Sanctuary. (Nursery) 

 March 30—Saturday,  Easter 
Service “Hope is a Person” at 
7:00 PM (Nursery available) 

 March 31—EASTER SUNDAY, 
Easter Services “Hope is a 
Person” at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM & 
11:00 AM in the Sanctuary, 
Awakening Easter Service at 
10:30 AM in the Soul Garage. 
(Nursery available for all) 
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Our Reflections and God’s Realities along the Journey of Life  

By Lawrence D. Anderson 

 Some stories grip us.  They will not let us go.  They linger in our thoughts.  They take us to 

places far beyond the tale itself.  The story of Jairus, his daughter, and the unnamed woman recorded in Mark 5:21-43 

(Matthew 9:18-26, Luke 8:40-56) is just such a story.   

 It is the story of a journey through a valley of earthly sorrows.  Valleys of sorrow and suffering, though temporary, still 

often seem overwhelmingly permanent. What loss of a loved one, what irretrievable loss of health, what other shadows cast 

upon our souls in the journey of life seem permanent whether the suffering is brief or is endured for the remainder of our 

earthly lives?  

 The real life experience of Jairus, the girl, and the woman in their valley with the Lord reveals the meaning of Easter.  

Here is a deep shadow.  The eternal Son of God endured a very painful death.  Out of the darkness, He cried, “My God, My 

God, Why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:45-46, NIV) His cry is our cry in the sorrows of life.  His victory on Easter 

morning is the bright sunshine on the other side of the valley.   

 The story leaves other haunting questions unanswered.  Most of the religious leaders of the day opposed Jesus. Why 

did Jairus, such a leader himself, have the faith to believe that Jesus could save his daughter?  Who was this unnamed woman? 

Why did she, an “unclean” woman, take the risk to come out in public to Jesus for healing?  Why do two of the three gospel 

accounts mention the “twelve years” of age for the girl and all three the “twelve years” of suffering for the woman?  

 The last question is particularly curious.  A 1759 commentary notes:  “It was at one and 

the same time the woman was healed [of the issue of twelve years standing] and the girl [of 

twelve years] was raised to life; the one having begun life at the same time the other began her 

misery.” Some have dismissed this as a literary device, an artificial attempt to connect the two 

events.  The unified picture of Christ restoring wholeness in a broken world is a quite complete 

connection without the help of a “literary” device.   

 Jesus takes the time to meet the needs of all.  The teachings of the religious community 

and the cultural practices of the day do not hinder Him.  Our notions of propriety are not 

necessarily His.  The perspectives of the significant participants, of the curious bystanders, and of you and I are limited.  They 

are quite inadequate to define reality.  Only occasionally are we able to get a glimpse of reality as seen through eyes of God.  

Jesus acts from a clear view of reality. He sees events clearly from the perspective of His Father from the beginning of time to 

its end.  (Psalm 139, Revelation 1:8, 17-18; 4:11) 

 There is a backstory suggested in the “twelve years”.  We do not know the details.  God does.  Often, we find that we 

do not even know the details of our own lives.  Two of the three gospels, Mark and Luke, mention the parents of the resurrected 

girl.  Might it be possible that the sick woman’s sufferings began with the birth of her daughter who is now lying on her 

deathbed?  The woman in her suffering was an outcast from her family as well as society.  

Her healing, together with the resurrection of her diseased daughter, would restore 

wholeness to the entire family.   Why do the Scriptures remain silent regarding our 

curious questions?   

 The backstory, if we knew it, might make it more difficult for us to grasp the truth 

the story reveals. It would be a pleasant story about a family, and their redemption if we 

knew the details.  However, it would no longer be our story.  It would be an enjoyable 

romantic tale, a good read, or an entertaining film as are many modern movies and books 

we enjoy but have no lasting grip upon our lives.   

 This woman is indeed all of us.  We stand in need of healing from the assorted 

maladies and the frailties of our lives.  When will our suffering become so desperate that 

we, facing despising crowds, turn to Him for comfort and healing?  Why did Jairus, in the face of the contemporary objections 

to Jesus, have the faith to seek Him out?  It does not matter.  The question is now: What will bring us to Christ, when all our 

friends and colleagues might mock us for doing so?    God in his infinite wisdom has given us the story.  It is the story of Jairus, 

his daughter, and the woman incompletely told.  It is the story of God’s love and His redemptive acts in our lives perfectly told, 

as we fill in the blanks with our own need and His sufficiency.   



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Nancy Peters, Amanda Stariha, Marv Oftedahl, Don Frolik, 
Phyllis Buck, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene Strohmeyer, Ray 
Caldwell, Gwenette Werth, Doris Workman, John Clement, 
Don Murley, Pat Swanson, Alex Mitchell, Marjie Peterson’s 
husband Lynn, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz, Paul 
Murry’s borther Benny, Esther Swan’s brother David and 
sisters Freida and Barbara,  Patti Aune’s sister Betty, 
Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn,   Fran Reich’s 
children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s 
children, Larry Hawley’s sisters, Don & Bernadette Park’s 
son Bruce, Harold & Marilyn Edward’s son Steve, Jane 
Gudim’s mother Dorothy, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo, 
McClain’s daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah Margan’s niece 
Leanna, Mary Benson’s sister Darlene,  Mike Green’s 
friend Dave, Leslie Jaastad’s son Dan, Rick & Laura Hill’s 
brother-in-law Rick, Carolyn Swanberg’s son Brent, Mary 

“But God has 
surely 
listened and 

heard my voice in 
prayer.  Praise be to 
God, who has not 
rejected my prayer 
or withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Graese’s sister Corinne and nephew Joshua, 
Fossum’s friend Gene, Dean Valentin’s cousin Tim,  
and Mary Potter’s friend Steve.  

Residents of Nursing Care: Thomas Landing: 
Ruth Fredrickson-Olson,  Knaphaven (Chetek):  Lois 
Carlson. 

Serving in the military:   Steve Blihovde’s son 
Grant is serving in Afghanistan.  

Praises:  A wonderful response and turnout for our 
Essentials class now taking 
place each Thursday night.  
Also the large number of men 
and women enjoying the 
different opportunities for Bible 
study and small groups at 
Maranatha.  

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Marriage Minute 
 I was reading the other day and I came across 

a list of common things that can kill a marriage.   They 

included: 

Miscommunication 

Resentment 

Jealousy 

Poor conflict resolution 

Not accepting the spouse’s parents 

boredom 

Marriage not a priority. 

 So often when couples come to see me for 

marital therapy, their goal is not to change, but to 

rather convince me that their spouse is the one to 

blame.   The root of marital problems is not overly 

complex and certainly does not take therapy to get to 

the bottom of it.    The root of most marital problems 

is good old-fashioned selfishness.    I want what I 

want and I want it now.    

 It got me thinking about James 4:1  “What 

causes fights and quarrels among you?   Don’t they 

come from your desires that battle within you?  You 

want something but don’t get it.   You kill and covet 

but you cannot have what you want.  You quarrel and 

fight”.  

 In the 15 years with my wife Heather, I have 

come to the humbling conclusion that if we are 

arguing over something, it is usually my issue.  My 

selfishness interferes with my ability to admit my part.   

The monster of selfishness is built into all of us.   If 

you don’t believe me, then take a toy away from a two

- year-old and watch what happens!   Marriage 

exposes our selfish nature and puts it on display for 

our spouse to see.  

 Maybe that is why God has called for our 

marriages to represent His relationship with us.   If 

God was selfish, do you think He would have chosen 

to put on flesh, give up His rightful throne and come to earth to be 

born in a stinky manger?   If He were selfish do you think He would 

have endured the scorn and shame of the cross to take the penalty 

for your and my sin?    Selfishness would have said, “Fend for 

yourself.”   

 When I look at my marriage vow, I said to 

God and my family that I would die to self to live for  

this person.   I would love sacrificially and put on 

display an earthly representation of God’s love for us 

through my marriage.   So the next time marital bliss 

turns into a marital quagmire, look in the mirror.   

You might be staring at the answer to your problem.    

 

Darren Cox 

Maranatha Elder Board 



Special Member Business Meeting —Members of Maranatha are asked to join us Sunday, March 3rd at 12:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
for a Special Business meeting to discuss and vote on a budget change which will increase our monthly payments from interest 
only to principle and interest Payments, saving us 3% a year.. Also we are asking to extend the mortgage from $700,000.00 to 
$750,000 with the additional dollars being used to expand our sanctuary.  Our goal with this project is to provide enough 
seating to return to two services on Sunday mornings with enough space for new attendees.  We also will try to offer 
Children’s Hide & Seek Sunday School in both services.   
Our church Is powered by prayer—Please join us Monday, March 4th at 6:30 PM for Monday Night Prayer at Maranatha.  If you are 
unable to attend but have a special request, please contact the church office at 715-234-8313. 
MOPS “Challenging Children” with speaker Kathy Sigurdsen will meet on Friday, March 8th at 9:00 AM at Maranatha.  All mother of 
preschoolers are invited to join us.  For further information please visit our website wws.maranathafree.com, click on 
“Ministries” and check the MOPS link.   
Center Shot Archery  Ministry teaches students (age 7 and up) the life-skill of archery while sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ. We Meet on Tuesdays, March 12th– April 30th,  at 6:00 PM in the Gathering Place of the Ministry Center. Sign up by contacting 
Pastor Paul at paul@maranathafree.com.  Cost is $10 for first child, $5 for each additional child.  
Palm Sunday Choir—Join the choir to perform all 3 services on Palm Sunday by contacting Pastor Anthony at 
antony@maranathafree.com or calling the church office 715-234-8313.  Practices will be Saturdays March 16 & 23 in the tree room 
of the Ministry Center.   
Young At Heart(Age 55+) Potluck—Join us Wednesday, March 20th in the Fellowship Hall at noon for a potluck dinner followed by 
music performed by the Kormann Family Gospel Singers.  Please RSVP by signing up for what you can bring to the potluck at the 
bulletin board to the left as you enter the fellowship Hall or calling the church office (715-234-8313).  For further information 
contact lee and Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
Palm Sunday Breakfast Fundraiser—Support Maranatha youth mission trips by coming to eat Palm Sunday Breakfast in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 24th between 8:15 AM-11:30 AM.  A free will offering will be accepted. Thanks for your support!! 
Traditional Good Friday Service—Friday, March 29th at 6:00 PM in Maranatha Sanctuary. Nursery is available. 
Easter Services:  “Hope is a Person” Easter services will be on Saturday, March 30th at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary, and Sunday, March 
31st at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary, and 10:30 AM at the Awakening service in the soul garage.  Nursery is avialable 
for all services. 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center. 
Service Times : Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM, Awakening Service times are 10:30 AM Sunday Mornings 
in the Soul Garage.  Children’s Sunday Hide and Seek is at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. Nursery is available for infants 
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Phone:  715-234-8313 
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